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Urban Revitalization Council 
 
 
Chair:  James A Moore    Phone:  813-610-5888  Email: jamoore@hdrinc.com 
Assistant Chair:  Susanne Cannon  Phone:  312-482-8321  Email: scannon@depaul.edu 
Membership Vice Chair:  Dave Stebbins  Phone:  716-380-0854  Email: dstebbins@ecidany.com 
Vice Chair: Claudia Seib    Phone:  480-317-0272 x 200 Email: claudia.sieb@sieb.com 
Vice Chair:  Andy Bruce    Phone:  972-523-1674  Email: abruce@behringerharvard.com 
 

 
Pre-Reception Tour – Tuesday 21 October 2014 

 
Tour Time:   9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
     
Tour Location:   Newark NJ and Brooklyn NY 
 
We are planning morning and afternoon tours to take place on Tuesday 21 October.  The morning will include a visit to the heart of 
Newark NJ and the afternoon will include a visit to two redevelopment projects in Brooklyn NY.  If you are planning to come to NYC on 
Monday 20 October, please join us for the both tours.  If you will be arriving on Tuesday morning, plan to join us in Brooklyn after lunch.  
Additional details will be made available as the agenda shapes up. 
 

Council Reception – Tuesday 21 October 2014 
 
Council Reception Location: Drinks at Outdoor Garden at The Wythe Hotel (www.wythehotel.com) 
      
    Dinner in the Main Hall at The Wythe Hotel  
 
Address:    80 Wythe Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11249 (718-460-8000) 
    
Time:     Reception:  6:30 – 7:30 PM 
    Dinner   7:30 – 9:00 PM 
 
Transportation:    The Hotel is approximately 10 minutes from Manahttan by taxi.  

It is also a short walk from the Bedford stop on the L-train from Manhattan 
 
RSVP contact and cost:   Contact:  Susanne Cannon – scannon@depaul.edu 

Cost:  Cost for members is covered in annual council dues 
Cost for guests is $130 per person 

 

DOWNLOAD THE ULI EVENTS APP – FALL MEETING 

Optimize your experience at ULI meetings and  

conferences with the free ULI Events app  

∙ Plan your schedule 

∙ Connect with other leaders at the Fall meeting 

∙ Find  nearby restaurants 
Available for Apple and Android devices www.uli.org/mobile    
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Council Day Agenda – Wednesday 22 October 2014 
 

 
7:30 - 8:00 Networking Breakfast   
  The Chelsea Market, Giovanni Rana (www.rananyc.com)   

75 9th Avenue, NYC  (212-370-0975)   
 
8:00 - 8:45 Welcoming Remarks/Introductions/General Announcements/Business Session 
 

 Introduction of Members and Guests 
 Reminder to Complete Attendance Sheet 
 Reminder to Complete Evaluation Form 
 ULIF Announcement 
 Review of ULI Priorities & Council Member Expectations (see back page of your agenda) 
 Discussion re:  Suggestions for Future Council and Concurrent Meeting Programs 
 Announce Next Meeting: 

- ULI Spring Meeting – Houston TX 
- Receptions on 13 May 2015 
- Council Meetings on 14 May 2015 

 
8:45 – 9:00 “Welcome to New York City” 
 
Speaker:  
Full Name:   Ben Gainey (f) 
Title  Managing Director-Asset Management, Jamestown 
City, State New York NY 
 
J. Ben Gainey is a Managing Director at Jamestown, and has been focused on value creation in the following property types: urban 
office and retail primarily located in New York City (1211 Avenue of the Americas, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, 620 Avenue of the 
Americas, 111 Eighth Avenue, Chelsea Market, 1250 Broadway, One Times Square), and suburban retail including grocery-anchored 
and power/lifestyle centers in major markets across the country. Gainey previously worked for the Prudential Insurance Company of 
America for 15 years where he served as Vice President of Asset Management. While at Prudential, Gainey was a member of the team 
that developed the Hotel Nikko in Atlanta. He was then promoted and transferred to Chicago where he spent two years specializing in 
urban high-rise office product. Gainey received a Bachelor of Arts Degree with a major in Accounting from the University of West 
Florida, and a Masters in Business Administration with a focus in Real Estate from Georgia State University. 
 
 
9:00  – 9:40 “Good Density, Bad Density: How does New York Handle Three Quarters of a Million new Residents over the 

next two Decades without a Square Inch of new Land?” 
Moderator:  
Full Name: Susanne Cannon (f) 
Title  Chairman, Department of Real Estate, DePaul University 
City, State Chicago IL   
 
Speaker: 
Full Name Hugh Kelly, PhD, CRE (m) 
Title  Real Estate Professor, New York University 
City, State New York NY 
 
Hugh is Clinical Professor in New York University’s Schack Institute of Real Estate where he has taught for 30 years. He holds 
a PhD from the University of Ulster, Northern Ireland in Urban Economics and the Built Environment. He heads his own 
consulting practice, Hugh F. Kelly Real Estate Economics. Prior to 2001, he was chief economist for Landauer Associates, 
one of the nation’s most prominent commercial property consulting firms.  
His portfolio of work includes the economic study that led to the East Brooklyn Congregation’s “Nehemiah Program”, which 
has built over 3,500 homes in the most impoverished neighborhoods of Brooklyn and Queens; the site selection study which 
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located the Saturn automobile plant for General Motors; the “Cities of Tomorrow” study which enabled Lend-Lease (Australia) 
to purchase the $4 billion+ investment portfolio of Equitable Real Estate Investors; and expert testimony in various phases of 
the rebuilding of New York’s World Trade Center after the 9/11 terrorism catastrophe. 
Hugh is the 2014 Chair of the Counselors of Real Estate. Hugh has published more than 300 articles in industry and academic 
journals. He has also served pro bono as the President of the Board of Brooklyn Catholic Charities’ affordable housing 
development corporation from 2006 to 2012, and is a board member of corporate entities with responsibility for the Catholic 
Diocese of Brooklyn’s physical assets.  
 
 
9:40 – 10:20  “The Buffalo Billion” 
 
The Buffalo Billion Investment Development Plan (2013) (http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/themes/nyopenrc/rc-
files/westernny/BB_Plan_Cover_Page.pdf ) is a plan developed by the Western New York Regional Economic Development 
Council (WNY REDC) at the request of Governor Andrew Cuomo.  The plan encompasses an in-depth analysis of the levers 
that drive Buffalo’s and the region’s growth within a global context, promotes strategies based upon Buffalo’s unique assets, 
and advances early initiatives for implementation. 
 
The Plan was created to chart the Buffalo Niagara region’s unique path to a thriving economy that is based on a deep 
understanding of where we are today and where we can go.  First, the Buffalo Billion Investment Development Plan addresses 
the drivers of growth in tomorrow’s economy, and identifies the key sector assets and productivity enablers, and provides the 
core principles for developing an Investment Development Plan for Buffalo Niagara that will promote broad-based prosperity in 
the 21st century. 
 
The Plan also applies the economic and strategic framework to a market analysis of Buffalo Niagara’s assets and dynamics.  
This chapter closely examines the identified sector assets and their underlying enablers, including human capital, innovation, 
built environment, and governance systems, and helps determine where Buffalo Niagara currently sits on the path to 
transformation, as well as its key barriers and opportunities. 
 
The third section of the Plan identifies six specific Strategies tailored to Buffalo Niagara’s assets and opportunities.  These 
mutually reinforcing Strategies accelerate growth in three prioritized sectors:  manufacturing, health/life science and tourism.  
Underpinning these specific sectors are a variety of cross cutting enablers focused on fostering entrepreneurs, improving 
workforce skills that are relevant to today’s economic challenges, and revitalizing Buffalo to create a more vibrant and 
attractive city 
 
Moderator:  
Full Name: Dave Stebbins (f) 
Title  Vice President, Buffalo Urban Development Corp. 
City, State  Buffalo NY 
 
S Speaker:  
Full Name:   Howard Zemsky (nm) 
Title  Managing Partner, Larkin Development Group & Co-Chair, Western NY Regional Economic Development Council 
City, State Buffalo NY 
 
Howard Zemsky is Managing Partner of the Larkin Development Group. The firm has redeveloped approximately 1.0 million square 
feet of historic building space in Buffalo, N.Y. (http://www.larkindg.com/) 
 
Howard co-chairs Governor Cuomo’s WNY Economic Development Council (http://regionalcouncils.ny.gov/content/western-new-york), 
is Chairman of the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority, and is President of the Board of the Richardson Restoration Corporation 
(the subject of a ULI Advisory Service Panel in 2007; http://uli.org/advisory-service-panels/advisory-services-panel-h-h-richardson-
complex-buffalo-new-york/) and SUNY Buffalo State College Council. 
 
Howard holds a B.A from Michigan State University and an M.B.A from the University of Rochester. 
 
10:20 – 10:30 BREAK 
 
10:30 – 10:40 Walk to “Friends of the Highline” Offices (529 West 20th Street, NY NY) 
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10:40 – 11:00 “The Story of the Highline” 
 
Speaker:  
Full Name  Robert Hammond (nm) 
Title  Co-Founder and Executive Director, Friends of the High Line 
City, State NYC, NY 

Robert Hammond, Co-Founder and Executive Director of Friends of the High Line (http://www.thehighline.org/), has lived in the West 
Village since 1994. He has worked as a consultant for a variety of entrepreneurial endeavors and non-profits, including the Times 
Square Alliance, Alliance for the Arts and National Cooperative Bank (NCB). Robert is also a self-taught artist. From 2002 to 2005 he 
served as an Ex-Officio Trustee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. He was awarded the Rome Prize from the American Academy in 
Rome in 2009. Born and raised in San Antonio, TX, he graduated with Honors in History from Princeton University. He was a recipient 
of the Rockefeller Foundation’s Jane Jacobs Medal in 2010 and the Vincent Scully Prize in 2013. 

11:00  – 11:45  Walking Tour – The Highline 
 
The High Line is a public park built on a historic freight rail line elevated above the streets on Manhattan’s West Side. It runs from 
Gansevoort Street in the Meatpacking District to West 34th Street, between 10th and 11th Avenues. 
 
The High Line was built in the 1930s, as part of a massive public-private infrastructure project called the West Side Improvement. It 
lifted freight traffic 30 feet in the air, removing dangerous trains from the streets of Manhattan's largest industrial district. No trains have 
run on the High Line since 1980. Friends of the High Line, a community-based non-profit group, formed in 1999 when the historic 
structure was under threat of demolition. Friends of the High Line works in partnership with the City of New York to preserve and 
maintain the structure as an elevated public park. 
 
The project gained the City's support in 2002. The High Line south of 30th Street was donated to the City by CSX Transportation Inc. in 
2005. The design team of landscape architects James Corner Field Operations, with architects Diller Scofidio + Renfro, created the 
High Line's public landscape with guidance from a diverse community of High Line supporters. Construction on the park began in 2006. 
The first section, from Gansevoort Street to West 20th Street, opened June 9, 2009. The second section, from West 20th Street to 
West 30th Street, opened in spring, 2011   

 

11:45 – 12:15 Subway to Lower Manhattan 
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12:15 – 1:00 Walking Tour of Lower Manhattan   

12:45 – 1:30  Lunch and Networking:  The Corbin Building 
  13 John Street, NYC 10004  
 
The Corbin Building is a historic former office building located at 13 John Street at the corner of Broadway in the Financial 
District.  The Romanesque Revival-style building was designed by Francis H. Kimball and constructed in 1888-89 .  The 
building was named for Austin Corbin, the president of the Long Island Rail Road at the time, and a noted late 19th-century 
“robber baron.”  The building features a brick, stone and terra cotta on the exterior with interior vaulted ceilings done using the 
the well-known Guastavino tile system of construction.   
 
The building was added to the National Register of Historic Places in December 2003, and was subsequently rehabilitated by 
the MTA (Metropolitan Transportation Authority) as part of the Fulton Center redevelopment  project.  The ground and 
basement levels of the building were incorporated into the Fulton Center and serve as an entrance to the below-ground 
subway station.  The exterior and interior of the building were restored to resemble the original 19th century construction as 
closely as possible.   
 

 
 
1:30 – 2:30 The Transformation of Lower Manhattan 
 
Moderator:  
Full Name Ben Wauford (f) 
Title  Principal, Cooper Carry 
City, State New York NY 
 
Speakers:  
Full Name Richard Kennedy (nm) 
Title  Cushman & Wakefield, Downtown Alliance 
City, State New York NY 
 
Richard T. Kennedy has over 30 years of experience in representing the interests of both owners and tenants of commercial office 
space in a wide variety of assignments and locations, both locally and nationally.  As a leasing specialist, his background includes both 
landlord and corporate representation and has spent his entire career in Lower Manhattan. 
 
Mr. Kennedy has an extensive background in tenant representation including having a number of corporate accounts for prestigious 
clients such as:  The NYC School Construction Authority, New York Downtown Hospital, the Alliance for Downtown New York, Council 
of State Governments, and Teleport Communications Group, among others. 
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Mr. Kennedy is an active Board Director of several New York City based not-for-profit civic and cultural group.  Mr. Kennedy serves as 
President of the Board of Directors of the Tribeca Performing Arts Center; on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the 
Alliance for Downtown New York, Inc., on the Board of Directors of the Governors Island Alliance, on the Board of Directors of the 
September 11th Families Association and on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the Downtown Lower Manhattan 
Association. 
 
Mr. Kennedy served as Chairman for the World Trade Center Committee for Community Board I directly after September 11th and Vice 
Chairman of Community Board I during the same period.   
 
Mr. Kennedy holds a Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics from St. John’s University.  He is a member of the Real Estate Board 
of New York and a past Board Member of New York Downtown Hospital now Weill Cornell. 
 
Full Name Jessica Lappin (nm) 
Title  President, Downtown Alliance  
City, State New York NY 
 
Jessica Suzanne Lappin is a lifelong New Yorker, Lower Manhattan business leader and a former city elected official. In 2014, she 
became the president of the Alliance for Downtown New York, New York City's largest Business Improvement District, which serves 
Lower Manhattan. Prior to that, she served two terms as a member of the New York City Council, representing Manhattan's fifth district, 
which includes the Upper East Side, East Midtown, and Roosevelt Island. She previously worked as a senior adviser and District Chief 
of Staff to Gifford Miller, the former Speaker of the New York City Council. She also ran in the Democratic Primary for Manhattan 
Borough President in 2013 and finished in second place. 
 

2:30 – 3:00 Member Discussion  

  Preliminary Ideas for Houston – Spring 2015 

3:00  – 4:00 NYC’s Recovery and Resiliency Plan: Public policy and Private Development 

Speaker:  
Full Name Daynan Crull (nm) 
Title  Senior Project Manager, Mayor’s Office of Recovery and Resiliency 
City, State New York NY 
 
Daynan is currently a Sr. Program Manager in the NYC Mayor’s Office of Recovery and Resiliency. He oversees strategic planning and 
partnerships for the office and was part of the task force that produced “A Stronger, More Resilient New York” in 2013, a 
comprehensive long-term plan developed in response to Hurricane Sandy to address the risks of climate change more broadly. (More 
information on this work, including the resiliency plan, can be found here: www.nyc.gov/resiliency)  Prior to working for the NYC 
Mayor’s Office, Daynan developed a career as a strategy consultant, policy director, and campaign manager for a variety of 
organizations in the private and public sector and his focus has centered on information technology, finance, and urban public policy. 
He received his B.A. from DePauw University. 
 
Full Name Walter Meyer (nm) 
Title  Principal, Local Office Landscape Architecture 
City, State New York NY 
 
Local Office Landscape & Urban Design, LLC (http://www.localofficelandscape.com/) was founded in 2006 by Harvard Graduate 
School of Design classmates Jennifer Bolstad and Walter Meyer. Operating between infrastructure, urbanism, and ecology, the firm’s 
primary focus is coastal landscapes at all scales. From residential gardens on the dunes to coastal parks that employ sustainable 
technologies at the scale of urbanism, Local Office seeks to ameliorate the impact of cities on the sea. The firm has garnered 
accolades from across the disciplines of architecture, landscape architecture, public policy, science and art. 
 
The firm’s recent built work includes the Parque del Litoral, in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico,  a 2.5 km long beachfront park that served as 
the site of the 2010 Central American Games. Local Office’s innovative approach to the site design won the project a Distinguished 
Honor Award from the American Institute of Architects in Puerto Rico. Along with Ponce architect Javier Bonnin, Local Office created a 
natural water filtration membrane of dunes and wetlands. Situated at the edge of the city, between the mountains and the sea, the 
entire park functions as a living stormwater treatment facility. Since its opening, the park has served to restore a decaying coral reef in 
the Caribbean Sea by filtering, cooling and slowing the city’s stormwater, using the emerging science of phytoremediation. 
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In April 2013, The White House recognized the firm’s partners’ initiatives for rebuilding a more resilient Rockaway Beach with the 
Hurricane Sandy “Champions of Change” award. In September 2010, they were recognized for their ‘leadership and innovation in the 
green economy’ by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus in Washington DC. The New York State Council of the Arts awarded a 2009 
Individual Projects in Architecture research grant to Local Office for their work in developing a modular, mobile and immediately-
deployable solution to New York Harbor’s Combined Sewer Overflow pollution. In 2008, Local Office received a Merit Award from the 
New York Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects for the project “Garden between City and Sea,” a realization of the 
principles of sustainable coastal landscape architecture at a very small scale. 
 

 
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center 

4:30-6:00 General Session: Capital Markets: A Global Perspective 
Capital users and providers from across the globe will engage in a provocative conversation on where the 
money is coming from and how it is being used. 
 
Speakers: 
 
Jeff T. Blau 
Chief Executive Officer 
Related Companies 
 
Kok Huat Goh 
Chief Operating Officer and President 
GIC Real Estate 

   
 
6:00-7:30 Cocktail Reception, Jacob K. Javits Convention Center 
   
 
KEY: 
(f)=Full Member 
(m)=Member 
(nm)=Nonmember 
(i)=Invited Speaker/Moderator/Panelist 
(p)=Proposed Speaker/Moderator/Panelist 
(c)=Confirmed Speaker/Moderator/Panelist 
 
For more information about ULI please visit www.uli.org 
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ULI’s Priorities 
 
 

1. Promoting Intelligent Densification and Urbanization 
• What are the most responsible ways to provide cost-effective housing for a rapidly increasing global population 

that is becoming increasingly urbanized? 
• How can we advance the understanding of the relationship between a high-quality of life and the built 

environment to create high-quality, appropriately-priced density that is attractive to users? 
• What is the relationship between a thriving economy and a thriving city (and vice versa)-the relationship 

between a dynamic society and the built environment? 

2. Creating Resilient Communities 
• What are the best new business models in the real estate and land use industry and how can we support their 

development? 
• How can we best adapt and reuse existing real estate while eliminating obsolete space to create thriving 

communities? 
• How can we influence land use leaders locally and around the world as they reshape the process of 

community building and developing both social and physical infrastructure? 

3. Understanding Demand and Market Forces 
• How can we best understand the demand (quantity, type, price, and location of the need) for real estate and 

discover what the market wants short-term versus what the market needs long-term 
• How can we help balance local, regional, national, and global interests as well as public and private interests 

in terms of how they affect land use decisions and development? 
• How will changing technology influence building and buildings, and how will people’s use of technology 

influence how they interact with the physical environment? 

4. Connecting Capital and Real Estate Through Value 
• How can we best generate value in the built environment that is greater than its cost? 
• What are the best ways to ensure the attractiveness of real estate as an investment as institutional capital 

allocators continue to change and become more global? 
• What is the most effective way to demonstrate and explain the relationship between investment in public 

projects and amenities and the impact on real estate value? 

5. Integrating Energy, Resources, and Uses 
• How can we best reduce the negative impact of the built environment on our natural resources and climate? 
• What are the best ways to use the world’s energy resources and protect the built environment from volatile 

and unpredictable conditions? 
• How will trends in energy and resources impact the future best use of land? 
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ULI Council Member Expectations 
 
Council membership is a privilege desired by many ULI members and the value of the Council experience is 
determined by the quality and participation of its members.  Each Council member is therefore expected to be 
a committed and participating part of the Council, contributing as much value to the Council experience as they 
take home. 
 
OPEN, HONEST, SPECIFIC INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE: Come to Council meetings ready to 
participate openly and honestly with specific, detailed information and experience from your current real estate 
practice. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY:  Everything discussed within a Council is kept completely confidential by all Council 
members.  This is the foundation that makes open and honest sharing of detailed information and experience 
possible.  Violation of confidentiality will result in immediate expulsion from your Council. 
 
REAL DEALS, REAL NUMBERS:  The key to truly valuable interaction between the Council members is the 
sharing of real deals and real number, successes as well as lesson learned. 
 
RESPECT FOR OTHERS:  Help make discussions productive and high value by engaging your fellow council 
members respectfully with your most relevant information and experience. 
 
NO SELF PROMOTION:  Councils members are all highly successful real estate professionals.  Self-
promotion and pitching do not add value for your fellow council members.  Keep your presentations and 
discussions aimed at delivering real take home value for your peers, not your business. 
 
NO CELL PHONES OR BLACKBERRIES:  It should go without saying that you cannot be fully engaged in 
your council while checking your email.  Most Councils have breaks designed to allow members to check in 
and stay connected a few times during the day. 
 
ATTEND EVERY MEETING AND ATTEND ALL DAY:  Each Council member has been chosen for the value 
that their unique background and experience brings to the Council.  Missing a Council meeting or part of a 
Council meeting reduces the value for every other member of your Council.  Your empty seat could easily be 
filled by someone else who has value to bring to the table. 
 
RECRUIT THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST:  Council members often come into contact with new leaders in the 
industry, ULI members and non-ULI members, with exciting new products, ideas and best practices that will 
add greatly to the value of their Council.  Bring these new leaders as guests to your Council, sponsor them for 
Council membership and work with your Council leadership to help them become future members of your 
Council. 
 
PARTICIPATE IN ULI AND ULI LEADERSHIP:  Council members are expected to be active participants in 
ULI’s mission of providing leadership in the responsible use of land and in creating and sustaining thriving 
communities worldwide.  Your involvement in ULI provides excellent opportunities to network and to learn both 
within and beyond the boundaries of your industry segment:  
 
 Attend and participate as speakers and panelists at ULI Spring Council Forums and Fall Meetings. 
 Attend and participate as speakers and panelists at Council meetings. 
 Serve as panelists at Project Analysis Sessions held at Spring Council Forums and Fall Meetings. 
 Serve as panel members for Advisory Services assignments scheduled throughout the year. 
 Contribute to ULI publications through the contribution of articles and papers. 
 Contribute to the ULI Foundation. 
 Participate as Committee/Subcommittee/Task Force members. 
 Participate in research and education programs. 
 Participate in District Council programs in each member’s area. 


