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What is Supportive Housing? 

• Supportive Housing is 

permanent, affordable housing 

with on-site social services. 
 

• Tenants sign leases and pay rent. 
 

• Supportive housing serves the most 

vulnerable tenants, including the 

homeless and people with chronic 

disabilities. 
 

• In New York, supportive housing 

buildings are typically owned and 

operated by nonprofit sponsors. 

Morris Manor 
CAMBA, Brooklyn 



A Bricks and Mortar Solution to 

Common Social Issues 

 

• Homelessness 

• HIV/AIDS 

• Substance Abuse 

• Family Instability 

• High Healthcare Costs 



Supportive Housing in NYC 

• New York City currently has 45,000 units of supportive housing. 

• Most supportive housing complexes are “60/40” with 60% of 

apartments set-aside for people with special needs and 40% set-

aside for people in the community earning less than $30,000.  
 

 • In January 2013, the New York 

homeless shelter system housed 

an average nightly population of 

more than 50,000 people. 
 

• Demand for affordable housing is 

far greater than supply. 

• The New York State 

Comptroller found that 24% 

of rental households put 

more than 50% of their 

income towards rent in 2009. 



What Does Supportive Housing Look Like? 

• Buildings typically transform a blight on the community to an 
attractive building, designed to match neighborhood density, 
scale, and appearance. 

 

• 24-hour security makes buildings and neighborhoods safer. 

 

Gouverneur Court  
Community Access, Manhattan 

Dilapidated former hospital on the Lower East Side renovated in 1994 



Vicinitas Hall 
Lantern Group, Bronx 

Gibb Mansion 
Pratt Area Community Council, Brooklyn 



Supportive Housing Saves Taxpayer Dollars  

• Supportive housing is less expensive than high-cost crisis 

care and emergency housing systems . 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

• Targeted interventions place individuals who are high cost 

users of public systems and taxpayer dollars into 

supportive housing . 

Source: The Lewin Group 

Cost of Serving Homeless Individuals in NYC 



Neighborhood Impact 

• The New York University Furman Center for Real Estate and 

Urban Policy found that the values of properties within 500 feet 

of supportive housing show steady growth relative to other 

properties in the neighborhood after a supportive housing 

residence opens (2008). Econsult found similar property value 

growth in Philadelphia (2007). 

 

The white dotted line functions as the estimation for what would have 

happened absent the construction of supportive housing. The purple 

line show the results of Furman’s study. 



Funding 

New York/New York 3 

• November 2005 agreement between New York City and New York State to 

create 9,000 units of supportive housing over ten years.  

• New York/New York 3 includes unit targets for clients with substance abuse 

disorders, HIV/AIDS, and mental illness, as well as new populations such as 

youth aging out of foster care and families with disabled heads of households. 

• New York/New York 3 will total approximately $1 billion, with annual operating 

expenses of $156 million. 
 

Going Forward – Medicaid Redesign 

New Housing Marketplace Plan (NHMP) 
• Mayor Bloomberg's 10 year, $7.5 billion plan to 

build and preserve 165,000 units of affordable 

housing by the end of FY 2014.  

• NYC is on track to meet these ambitious goals 

with 144,700 affordable homes already created 

or preserved. 

 



What sources of funds have been used? 

• City capital – New York City Tax Levy 

• Federal HOME funds 

• Federal Housing Opportunities for People with 
AIDS (HOPWA) funds 

• Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) – 4% 
and 9% 

• New York State Homeless Housing Assistance 
Program (HHAP) 

• Tax Exempt Bonds – City and State 

• Private Bank Loans 
 



Benefits Outweigh the Costs 

• Supportive Housing is an attractive, cost effective 

way to end homelessness and help solve major 

social problems that we face. 
 

• New York has shown that attractive design combats 

NIMBY and improves neighborhood value. 

• The model is adaptable to communities across the 

country. 


